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But it had a grand fault. It described a course
which, if followed, would have ruined an army of finan-
ciers, of clerks, of functionaries of all kinds; it would
have forced them to live at their own expense, instead
of at the expense of the people; and it would have
sapped the foundations of those immense fortunes
that are seen to grow up in such a short time. This
was enough to cause its failure.

All the people interested in opposing the work set
up a cry. They saw place, power, everything, about to
fly from their grasp, if the counsels of Vauban were
acted upon. What wonder, then, that the King, who
was surrounded by these people, listened to their rea-
sons, and received with a very ill grace Marechal Vau-
ban when he presented his book to him. The minis-
ters, it may well be believed, did not give him a better
welcome. From that moment his services, his military
capacity (unique of its kind), his virtues, the affection
the King had had for him, all were forgotten. The
King saw only in Marechal Vauban a man led astray
by love for the people, a criminal who attacked the au-
thority of the ministers, and consequently that of the
King. He explained himself to this effect without
scruple.

The unhappy Marechal could not survive the loss of
his royal master's favour, or stand up against the en-
mity the King's explanations had created against him;
he died a few months after consumed with grief, and
with an affliction nothing could soften, and to which
the King was insensible to such a point, that he made
semblance of not perceiving that he had lost a servitor
so useful and so illustrious. _ Vauban, justly celebrated